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South Avon 
Development Overview



RHDC
Development Vision for 310 South Avon
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RHDC

Promotes housing affordability and availability for low 
and moderate-income residents

Implements vision through the development, purchase, and 
sale of buildings, as well as the rental and management of the 
real estate

Led One Rockford initiative, resulting in the South Avon 
Development

Board Members: Jerry Lumpkins, Martesha Brown, Ron 
Clewer, Phyllis Ginestra, Chandler Anderson
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We’ve Broken Ground

on a New Name.

RHDC is Now

Healthy Housing Solutions

South Avon St. Single Family Home

We’ve Broken Ground

on a New Name.

RHDC is Now

Healthy Housing Solutions

South Avon St. Single Family Home



How did we get here?

One Rockford 
Initiative

Design and 
Planning

Community 
Engagement and 
Implementation

2020-2021 2022-2023 2024-2027

A Community engagement 
initiative led by RHDC and 
AsakuraRobinson focused on 
housing development, 
community safety, and 
economic well-being. This 
resulted in four identified focus 
areas and an initial plan for the 
development of South Avon.

Design phase led by 
RHDC and Place Foundry, 
in which the results of 
One Rockford were 
compiled into a concrete 
plan for development.

Coming back to the community 
with refined plans for input, 
seeking final approvals from public 
agencies, and providing general 
awareness of the development.
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One 
Rockford 
(2020-2021)

RHDC and southwest 
Rockford community 
collaboration for affordable
housing, community 
safety, and wealth building

2-year community 
engagement process identified 
6 goals for development:
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Initial Vision 
(2021 AsakuraRobinson Study)
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Development Partners



South Avon 
Site Development Plan
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Site Context
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KENT CREEK

NICOR Gas 
Substation

Existing Building 
(915 Cedar Street)
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Site History

Location of the coal gasification plant 
in 1913 (S. Avon and Cedar St) 
(Source: Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps)
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Illinois Environmental Protection Agency declared no further 
remediation required on the South Avon site in 2016 and approved 

the site for residential and commercial construction.
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Site Environmental Remediation



Environmental 
Remediation

Additional site review completed by 
Fehr Graham Engineering in June 2022

Recommendations incorporated into 
the construction plan
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Site Drainage 
and Floodway
A portion of the South Avon Site lies 
FEMA-designated floodway, 100-year 
floodplain, and 500-year floodplain

Design measures taken to reduce the 
impact of rain and flooding

14



Housing:  Promoting housing 
diversity and affordability

Education:  Providing places 
for early education and 
interaction

Arts and Commerce: Building 
spaces for entrepreneurship, 
commerce, and interaction

Environmental Justice: 
Transforming neglected areas 
into places of well-being
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Development Pillars



South Avon | Site Plan 16

Courtyard 
Duplex

Multiplex

Vertical Agriculture 
Greenhouse and 
Culinary Institute

Mixed-use Early 
Education Center

915 Cedar 
Street Renovation 
(Makerspace and 

Market)

Single-Family 
Home

Narrow-Lot 
Duplex

Pedestrian/Bicycle 
Paths

East Stormwater Basin/
Native Plant Garden

Compensatory Storage/
Native Plant Garden

Market Area/Outdoor 
Programming Central 

Stormwater 
Basin
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South Avon | Development Vision
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South Avon 
Site Development Phasing Plan
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Development Phasing Plan



Phase 1A | Single-family Homes 23
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Phase 1A | Single-Family Homes 25
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Phase 1A | Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) 26

LP SmartSide Siding Colors:



Phase 1A | Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) 27



Phase 1A | 915 Cedar Street Building 28



Phase 1A | 915 Cedar Street Building 29



Phase 1B | Mixed-Use Early Education Center 30



Phase 1B | Mixed-use Education Center 31



Phase 2 | Multifamily Apartments 32



Phase 2 | Multifamily Apartments 33



Phase 2 | Courtyard Townhomes 34



Phase 2 | Courtyard Townhomes 35



Phase 2 | Duplex Homes

2ND
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Phase 3 | Urban Farm and Community Gardens 37



Phase 3 | Vertical Farm and Restaurant 38



PUD 
Application
(Approved August 2023)
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Development Timeline / Next Steps

2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

Construction Start

2027
40

Phase 1A (2024)

Phase 1B (2024-25)

Phase 2 (2025-26)

Phase 3 (2026-27)

Planning, Design, Community 
Engagement, and Approval

Construction End



Thank you!
Please Join Us Downstairs for Q&A.
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